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The Mediation Effects of Empathy in the
Relationship of Self-Acceptance and Interpersonal

Competence

Huh To Sil Choi Su Mi

Konkuk University

This study hypothesized and investigated that empathy mediated the relationship between
self-acceptance and interpersonal competence of university students. Furthermore, this study
intended to investigate that would be the gender difference in the structural model explaining these
three variables. The total 442 university students was included for the data analysis, and the data
was composed of 190 of female and 252 of male. The result showed that first, empathy mediated
self-acceptance and interpersonal competence. In addition, the second result examined that there
was the gender difference in the structural model on the relationships among three variables. In
other words, where as partial mediation effect of empathy for female students indicated between
self-acceptance and interpersonal competence, there were the direct influence of self-acceptance and
empathy on interpersonal competence, and no direct effect of self-acceptance on empathy and
indirect effect of empathy on interpersonal competence. Finally, based on the results, the future
implications for interventive efforts of interpersonal competence development of university students

were suggested at the end of the paper.

Key words : university students, self-acceptance, empathy, interpersonal competence
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